In this informative speech, the speaker talks about the history of chili peppers, what makes them spicy, uses for peppers outside of food, and things of that nature. Overall, I thought the speech was effective because the speaker presented a topic in a way that was organized and easy to understand as well as utilizing research and visual aids to support this information. There were some areas, however, I felt could’ve been improved, but the speech was informative and demonstrated many of the qualities of a successful presentation.
The introduction was one of the stronger parts of the speech because the speaker immediately attempted to capture the audience’s attention. Instead of telling the audience right away he was going to talk about chili peppers, he asked them to imagine what it feels like to eat an extremely hot pepper. He described a person’s mouth burning, eyes watering, face becoming red, and sweating after eating something spicy. He then proceeded to ask a rhetorical question about whether the person was sick before revealing that the symptoms were caused by eating a hot chili pepper. This attention-grabber proved effective because man people can relate to eating something spicier than expected, He also clearly previewed the subjects and topics that were going to be covered to include the history of these peppers, what to do after eating them as well as other uses. This gave the audience a broad idea of what to expect from the rest of the presentation. The speaker also established credibility and referenced his sources.
The body of the speech was also well developed and easy to follow. The speaker began by discussing the history and origins of chili peppers before explaining why they produce that burning sensation as well as explaining the pepper’s uses outside of food. Including pepper spray and various medicinal uses. One of the strongest aspects of the body was the speakers use of transitions and signposts. For instance, after discussing the history of chili peppers, he told his audience that now that they knew some of the history , they could start to di into why peppers put “such a fire in our belly”. This was an indicator that one main point was ending and another was beginning. These transitions were helpful because the speech contained historical and scientific information that could’ve been confusing without a clear organizational structure.
Another strength of the body was the use of outside sources. Instead of showcasing all of the information as his own knowledge, the speaker identified sources to support his claims. Citing sources was important because it strengthened his credibility and proved that the information presented was based on research. I thought he visual aids were helpful because they gave the audience an illustration/visual to connect with the information. Some of the visual aids however, could have been larger and easier to see. A stronger use of images would have made the visual portion of this presentation more effective 
The conclusion was effective because the speaker made it clear that the presentation was ending rather than simply stopping. The phrase “in closing” was a clear signpost he was moving into his conclusion. He then proceeded to review the information that had been discussed throughout the presentation. This helped remind the audience what they learned and reinforced the purpose of the speech. I think reviewing the main points was especially important because the speech covered several different aspects of chili peppers rather than prioritizing one fact. One improvement would have been to connect the ending more to his opening statement. Returning to the opening statement could have made the conclusion more memorable and remind the audience what the purpose of the presentation was.
Overall, I thought the presentation was a successful informative speech. The strongest parts were the organization, research, and transitions. The speaker maintained good eye contact   throughout the speech and didn’t completely rely on his notes which allowed him connect with the audience, at the same time taking a familiar subject and explaining the history and science behind it. There were still a few areas that could be improved, such as his vocal delivery as well as offering enthusiasm with more interesting facts which I feel would’ve lured the audience in a bit more. The visual aids could’ve been clearer to see as well. Despite these weaknesses, the speaker successfully managed to provide the audience with new information. Watching the speech showed me how important it is to provide credible sources, clear transitions, a strong conclusion, and how to win your audience over when you are giving an informative speech.



